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While I understand there have been
some initial conversations, I want to
make it clear that this is not the last
time that the committee will focus on
the issue of helium. It is my intention
that the committee examine other
areas where we may be able to expand
helium supply or promote additional
steps for conservation.

The report directed to be developed
in this bill will help guide our effort
forward, and the gentleman’s amend-
ment will add additional important
questions to help provide us a path for-
ward. But it is up to us to act and con-
tinue to focus on what is a critical na-
tional security and economic security
concern: a secure, stable supply of he-
lium.

So I look forward to continuing to
work with the gentleman from New
Jersey as we seek these solutions, and
I think his amendment adds to that
prospect.

With that, I support the amendment
and yield back the balance of my time.

Mr. HOLT. Mr. Chairman, I yield
back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New Jersey (Mr. HOLT).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 4 OFFERED BY MR.
THORNBERRY

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order
to consider amendment No. 4 printed in
House Report 113-47.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chairman, I
offer the amendment made in order
under the rule.

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will
designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Add at the end the following:

SEC. . ADDITIONAL CONNECTIONS TO THE
FEDERAL HELIUM RESERVE.

The Secretary of the Interior may allow
any person not connected to the Federal He-
lium Reserve, as that term is defined under
section 2 of the Helium Act (50 U.S.C. 167), as
amended by this Act, to connect to the Fed-
eral Helium Reserve for the purpose of stor-
ing helium, subject to such storage fees as
may be required by the Secretary. With-
drawal of such helium shall be governed by
that Act.

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to
House Resolution 178, the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. THORNBERRY) and a
Member opposed each will control 5
minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Texas.

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Chairman,
let me first commend and express my
appreciation to Chairman HASTINGS
and Mr. HoLT and others who have
worked on this legislation. Indeed, we
have come a long way from the days
when helium was essentially a govern-
ment-run monopoly to this legislation,
which helps bring in more market
forces, more competition, more free en-
terprise, and, I think, will help move
toward developing more supplies of he-
lium in the future, as was just dis-
cussed on the last amendment.

It is in exactly that spirit that I offer
this amendment which seeks to affirm
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the authority of the Secretary of the
Interior to allow others who are not
currently connected to the helium re-
pository to connect to it and to store
their helium there, assuming, of
course, they’ve got to pay their own
way. So whatever costs are incurred
with allowing others to connect and to
store, those costs have to be met by
the individuals, not by the taxpayer.

But by doing that, I think we do at
least take a step towards encouraging
more helium supplies to be developed.
And the side benefit is, as these other
helium supplies are stored in the repos-
itory, that helps keep the pressure up
in the dome so that, ultimately, more
helium, government helium and pri-
vate helium, can be extracted.

So I think this is perfectly in keeping
with the theme of the bill. It moves in
the right direction to encourage the ex-
pansion of more helium supplies, and I
hope that the Members will consider it
favorably.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. THORNBERRY. I yield to the
chairman.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I
thank the gentleman for bringing this
amendment to the floor. He made the
observation in his debate that this is
something that we were talking about
in the previous debate, because we’re
going to have to have more helium; and
market forces, I believe, are one way to
do that, and I think his amendment ad-
dresses that.

I support the amendment.

Mr. THORNBERRY. I thank the gen-
tleman.

Mr. HOLT. Will the gentleman yield?

Mr. THORNBERRY. I will be happy
to yield to the gentleman from New
Jersey (Mr. HOLT).

Mr. HOLT. I thank my friend from
Texas, and I think the gentleman’s
amendment is a good one. It will clar-
ify that producers of helium may con-
nect to the Federal helium reserve to
store helium. And by seeking to pro-
vide incentives for additional produc-
tion and storage, I think his amend-
ment will provide a public service.

I think, as the gentleman has said,
we should examine ways that we can
use the reserve to maximize the Amer-
ican supply of helium in the decades
ahead. So I support him in this, and I
urge all of my colleagues to do so.

Mr. THORNBERRY. I thank both
gentlemen, Mr. Chairman.

I yield back the balance of my time.

The Acting CHAIR. The question is
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. THORNBERRY).

The amendment was agreed to.

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. Mr.
Chairman, I move that the Committee
do now rise.

The motion was agreed to.

Accordingly, the Committee rose;
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr.
DENT) having assumed the chair, Mr.
HULTGREN, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state
of the Union, reported that that Com-
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mittee, having had under consideration
the bill (H.R. 527) to amend the Helium
Act to complete the privatization of
the Federal helium reserve in a com-
petitive market fashion that ensures
stability in the helium markets while
protecting the interests of American
taxpayers, and for other purposes, had
come to no resolution thereon.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 26, 2013.
Hon. JOHN BOEHNER,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Under clause 2(g) of
Rule II of the Rules of the House of Rep-
resentatives, I herewith designate Robert
Reeves, Deputy Clerk, to sign any and all pa-
pers and do all other acts for me under the
name of the Clerk of the House that he
would be authorized to do by virtue of this
designation, except such as are provided by
statute, in case of my temporary absence or
disability.

This designation shall remain in effect for
the 113th Congress or until modified by me.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS,
Clerk of the House.

——————

REDUCING FLIGHT DELAYS ACT
OF 2013

Mr. LATHAM. Mr. Speaker, I move
to suspend the rules and pass the bill
(H.R. 1765) to provide the Secretary of
Transportation with the flexibility to
transfer certain funds to prevent re-
duced operations and staffing of the
Federal Aviation Administration, and
for other purposes.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 1765

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Reducing
Flight Delays Act of 2013,

SEC. 2. AUTHORIZATION TO TRANSFER CERTAIN
FUNDS TO PREVENT REDUCED OP-
ERATIONS AND STAFFING OF THE
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRA-
TION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding division
G of the Consolidated and Further Con-
tinuing Appropriations Act, 2013 (Public Law
113-6), any other provision of law, or a se-
questration order issued or to be issued by
the President pursuant to section 251A(7)(A)
of the Balanced Budget and Emergency Def-
icit Control Act of 1985 (2 U.S.C. 901a(7)(A)),
the Secretary of Transportation may trans-
fer during fiscal year 2013 an amount equal
to the amount specified in subsection (c¢) to
the appropriations account providing for the
operations of the Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration, for any activity or activities funded
by that account, from—

(1) the amount made available for obliga-
tion in that fiscal year as discretionary
grants-in-aid for airports pursuant to section
47117(f) of title 49, United States Code; or
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